
Shrubs continued...
● Sarcococca (Sweet Box)☁ E
● Schizophragma hydrangeoides (Climbing

Hydrangea) ☁ • D
● Taxus (Yew) • E
● Thuja plicata (Western Red Cedar)☁ ⛬ • E
● Viburnum davidii (David Viburnum) • E
● Vaccinium ovatum (Evergreen Huckleberry)☁ • E

Trees
● Acer circinatum (Vine Maple)☁ • D
● Carpinus betulus (Hornbeam)☁ • D
● Cornus varieties (Dogwood) D
● Cephalotaxus harringtonia(Plum Yew)☁ • E
● Fagus (Beech) D
● Magnolia D and E varieties
● Oxydendrum (Sourwood) D
● Parrotia (Persian Ironwood) D
● Stewartia D
● Styrax (Snowbell) D
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Plants for Shade

Create an Inspiring
Shade Garden



Shade is full of possibilities
A shady yard is not limited to trees and lawn.
There are many plants with varying leaf colors,
textures, heights and flowers that grow well in
shade. You can create a lush, vibrant garden
that will be a haven on hot, sunny days.

Types of Shade
1. Light Shade: 4-6 hours of direct sun,

preferably in the morning
2. Dappled Shade: 2-4 hours of sunlight filtered

through the canopy of a tree.
3. Open Shade: Exposure to open sky with no

direct sun. No tree canopy above.
4. Deep Shade: Very dense with no direct

light, very little open sky.

All of the following plants do well in light
shade, dappled shade and open shade. A
few will tolerate deep shade, these are noted
throughout the lists.

All of the following plants require moist, well
drained soil. However, some of these will also
tolerate dry soil and/or wet soil. These are
indicated as well.

☁ = Deep shade

• = Dry soil   ⛬ = Wet soil

D = Deciduous   E = Evergreen

Perennials
● Acanthus (Bear’s Breeches) • E
● Actaea (Baneberry) D
● Aruncus (Goat’s Beard)☁ • D
● Bergenia E
● Brunnera (Siberian Bugloss) E
● Camasia (Camas Lily) D
● Campanula (Bellflower) D
● Darmera peltata (Umbrella Plant)  ⛬ D
● Dicentra (Bleeding Heart) D
● Disporopsis (Solomon's Seal)☁ E
● Epimedium (Bishop’s Hat) • D
● Euphorbia • E
● Ferns☁ D and E varieties

‘Royal Fern’  ⛬ D
‘Deer Fern’ ‘Sword Fern’, ‘Hart’s Tongue’ • E

● Helleborus (Lenten Rose)☁ • E
● Heuchera (Coral Bells) • ⛬ E
● Hosta☁ • ⛬ D
● Mukdenia D
● Phlomis (Jerusalem Sage) • E
● Primula (Primrose)  ⛬ D
● Pulmonaria (Lungwort)☁ D
● Rodgersia  ⛬ D
● Tricyrtis (Toad Lily) D
● Trillium • D

Groundcovers
● Ajuga (Bugleweed) D
● Asarum caudatum (Western Wild Ginger)☁ E
● Cornus canadensis (Bunchberry)  ⛬ E
● Cotoneaster • E
● Galium odoratum (Sweet Woodruff)☁ D
● Gaultheria shallon (Salal) E
● Lamium (Dead Nettle) D

● Leptinella (Brass Buttons) D
● Pachysandra (Japanese Spurge)☁ • E
● IIrish Moss, Scottish Moss D
● Rubus (Creeping Raspberry) E
● Vancouveria hexandra (Inside Out Flower) ☁ • E
● Vinca minor (Periwinkle) E

Ornamental Grasses
● Carex D and E varieties
‘Bowles Golden Sedge’ ⛬ D
● Hakonechloa (Japanese Forest Grass)☁ D
● Liriope muscari (Lily Turf) E
● Ophiopogon (Black Mondo Grass) E

Shrubs
● Abelia grandiflora Semi-E
● Aucuba☁ • E
● Berberis (Barberry) • D and E varieties
● Buxus (Boxwood)☁ • E
● Camellia E
● Cornus sericea (Red Twig Dogwood) ⛬ D
● Corylopsis (Winterhazel) D
● Cotoneaster • Semi-E
● Daphne Semi-E
● Fatsia Japonica☁ E
● Hamamelis (Witch Hazel) D
● Hydrangea D
● Ilex crenata (Japanese Holly) • E
● Kalmia (Mountain Laurel) E
● Lonicera (Boxleaf Honeysuckle)• E
● Mahonia (Oregon Grape)☁ •
● Osmanthus varieties (False Holly)☁ •
● Philadelphus D
● Physocarpus (Ninebark) D
● Pieris (Andromeda) E
● Rhododendron E


